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of the 5th century.. It is said to be “ more celebrated 
for popular customs connected with it, than for any 
peculiar religious observance.” 

In England, Michaelmas is one of the regular 
periods for settling rents, and formerly the day was 
marked by the election of civil magistrates, “ per- 
haps,” says a writer, “in allusion to the analogy 
between the superintendence of magistrates, and 
that of guardian angels, of whom St. Michael was 
reputed the prince.” Another old English custom, 
still in use, is that of having roast goose for dinner 
on this day. The origin of this famous, traditional 
Michaelmas goose, has as yet baffled the researches 
of the wisest antiquarians. It is considered more 
than probable, that this custom is owing to the 
simple fact that geese are most plentiful at this 
period. An amusing statement is made by some 
author, to the effect, that one of the strongest objec- 
tions of the English commonality to the reforma- 
tion of the calendar was based on the confusion that 
would follow if Michaelmas day was not celebrated 
when stubble-geese are in their highest perfection.” 

It appears from the prayers of the Church on the 
occasion of the festival of St. Michael, that ull good 
angels are its object, together with this “ glorious 
prince, or titular angel of the Church ;” indeed, it is 
often called the “ Festival of St. Michael and all the 
holy angels.” 

FEsTIVAL OF THE Rosary. 


This festival was instituted in 1571, to commemorate 
the deliverance of “Christendom from the arms of 
the infidels by the miraculous victory of Lepanto” 
of that year, which was brought about, so says a 
Catholic writer, “through the patronage and inter- 
cession of the Mother of God, implored with extra- 
ordinary fervor in the devotion of the Rosary.” 
This festival is celebrated on the first Sunday in 
October. 

Sr. Crisprn’s Day. 

This is October 25th. About the middle of the 
third century, under the reign of Diocletian, St. 
Crispin and his brother Crispinian, left Rome,.and 
accompanied St. Quintin to France, when he went 
there to preach the gospel. They preached publicly 
during the day; and during the night, though nobly 
born, supported themselves by making shoes. St. 
Crispin, from his occupation, is known as the patron 
saint of shoe-makers, and is represented as such in 
the ceremonial processions of the craft. Crispin is 
still the French for a shoe-maker’s last. 

. Aut Sart’s Day. 

The Catholic Church, in this “great festival” on 
the first of November, “honors all the saints reign- 
ing together in glory.” This festival is also called 
All-hallows, and is of quite early institution. 

Au Sout’s Day. 

The second day of November is solemnized by 
the Roman Catholic Church, as a day on which to 
supplicate for the “ faithful dead,” supposed to be in 
purgatory, that they “may be loosed from their 
sins.” 

Sr. ANDREWw’s Day. 

This is the 80th of November. St. Andrew was 
one of the twelve disciples, and brother of Simon 
Peter. He was the first called of Christ’s disciples, 
to whom he aflerwards brought his brother; hence 
the ancient fathers called him “ the Rock before the 
Rock.” 

The tradition of the Church is that St. Andrew, 
after Christ’s resurrection, preached the gospel in 
Scythia. The Muscovites, therefore, honor him as 
their principal titular saint, and Peter the Great 
instituted under his name a noble order of Knight- 
hood. He 1s also honored as the patron saint of 
Scotland, in which country there is also an order of 
Knighthood in his honor. 

Tradition also says that St. Andrew was crucified 
in Achaia, on a cross of this (X) shape, hence called 
“St. Andrew’s cross.” A portion of this cross fell 
into the hands of the dukes of Burgundy, about the 
time the order of the Golden Fleece was founded 
by Philip the Good, who thereupon consecrated the 
order to the Virgin and St. Andrew. The knights 
of the order, for a badge, wore the figure of St. 
Andrew's cross, & % 





ute Sagacity 


AN OLD NAME. 


I asked her name—she sighed disdain 
And loth to speak was very chary ; 

‘When urged, she blushed, “ ’twas old and plain,” 
Then faltering said ’twas Mary. 


But ’tis a name of all names blest, 
Its sweetness nevermore can vary, 

Since he alone who giveth rest 
Was born of one called Mary. 


NEWS AND ITEMS. 


Tne President has nominated for Secretary of 
the Treasury, George S. Boutwell, of Massachu- 
cetts, in the place of A. T. Stewart; and for Secretary 
of State, in place of Mr. Washburne, Hamilton Fish, 
of New York. Mr. Washburne is nominated for 
Minister to France. General John A. Rawlins 
succeeds General Schofield as Secretary of War. 


TEN monster petitions were presented to Queen 
Victoria at her levee, Friday, praying for amnesty to 
the Fenian prisoners. 

SEVEN Fenian prisoners in England were liberated, 
Saturday, and among them Thomas F. Burke, an 
American. 

Mr. Bancrort, American minister at Berlin, gave 
@ grand dinner in that city on the 4th, in honor of 
the inauguration of General Grant. Count Bismarck 
attended and made a speech. He said no dispute 
had ever arisen between the United States and Ger- 
many, and the friendly relations of the two countries 
have never been specially guaranteed. 

Tue English and French journals are almost unan- 
imous in their eulogies over President Grant’s inau- 
gural address to the people of the United States. 
That portion of it relating to the foreign policy which 
the President elect considers to be the true course, is 
regarded with much satisfaction, and indicates a de- 
sire towards the maintenance of peace. 
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